[Acidoketosis in a chronic alcoholic woman].
A 37-year-old chronic alcoholic female was admitted with epigastric pain, complete anorexia, vomiting and diarrhoea. She was dehydrated, and had polypnoea. Laboratory investigations revealed severe metabolic acidosis (pH 7.14) with a major anion gap (37.4 mmol.l-1), and ketone bodies in blood and urine. Blood glucose concentration was 6.1 mmol.l-1, there was no glycosuria. Rehydration (2 l.day-1 of 5% glucose) together with sodium bicarbonate (500 ml of 1.4% sodium bicarbonate over the first four hours) normalized the pH (7.37). The ketone bodies disappeared on the following day. During the acute illness, were found high blood levels of glucagon and low levels of insulin. The diagnosis of alcoholic ketoacidosis, the pathogenesis of which remains unknown, is discussed.